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: applicant 

Asea Brown Boveri AB 



S-721 83 
Sweden 



VASTERAS 
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Telephone No. 



Facsimile No. 



Teleprinter No. 



State (7.C. country) of nationality: 
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State (le. counny) of residence: 
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This person is applicant 
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j j the United Sutcs 
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Box is the applicant 
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SCHUTTE, Thorsten 
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Sweden 
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[ j applicant only 

applicant and inventor 
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State (Itf. country) of nationality: 
SE 


State (Zc- country) of residence: 
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1 1 inventor only (If this check-box 
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I I applicant only 
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State (ie. country) of nationality: 
SE 


State (Le. country) of residence: 

SF 
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ic United States i 1 the States indicated in 
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I I applicant only 

j [ applicant and inventor 

I I inventor only (If this check-box 
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State (i.e. country) of residence: 
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of the Eurasian Patent Convention and of the PCT 
0 EP European Patent: AT Austria, BE Belgium, CH and LI Switzerland and Liechtenstein, DE Germany. DK Denmark, 

ES Spain, FI Finland, FR France. GB United Kingdom. GR Greece. DE Ireland, IT Italy. LU Luxembourg, MC Monaco. 

NL Netherlands. PT Portugal. SE Sweden, and any other State which is a Contracting State of the European Patent 

Convention and of the PCT 
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Box No. VI PRIORITY CLAIM 



Further priority claims arc indicated in the Supplemental Box 



The priority of the foUowing earlier application(s) is hereby claimed 



Country 
(in which, or for which, the 
application was filed) 



item ( I ) 

Sweden 



item (2) 



item (3) 



Filing Date 
(day/m o n th/y ear) 



29 May 1996 
(29.05. 1996) 



Application No. 



9602079-7 



Office of filing 
(only for regional or 
international application) 



Mark the following check-box if the certified copy of the earlier application is to be issued by the Office which for the purposes of the present international 
application is the receiving Office (a fee may be rtqmred): 
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iXI Bureau a certified copy of the earlier application(s) identified above as item(s) : K ^ ) — 

Box No, VII INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 



Choice of International Searching Authority (ISK) (If two or more (ntematioruxl Searching ^"t^ohties ^ ^ 

are competent to carry out the international search, indicate the Authority chosen: the two-letter code may be used): lb A L 

Earlier search Fill in where a search finumational. international-type or other) by the International Searching Authority has already been carried 
^ut o^r^^^^^ no^ requested to base the international searck to the extent possible, on the results of^^ ^^^^^^^^^^ ^^^'^''^ 

^ch se^h or request either by reference to the relevant application (or the translatton thereof) or by reference to the search request. 
Country (or regional Omcc): Date (day/month/year): Number: 



Sweden 



29 May 1996 



Sr 96/nn64B 



Box No. Vm CHECK LIST 



This international application contains 
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1 . request 

2. description : 

3. claims : 

4. abstract : 
5- drawings 
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1 
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sheets 
sheets 
sheets 
sheets 
sheets 



This international application is accompanied by the itcm(s) marked below: 
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■ I I power of attorney 
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^- I 1 power of anomcy 
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as item(s): 



5. 



[ I fee calculation sheet 

□ 



separate indications concerning 
deposited microorganisms 

nucleotide and/or amino acid 
sequence listing (diskette) 



^ □ 

8. [ I other (specify) 



Figure No. 



of the drawings (if any) should accompany the abstract when it is published. 
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international application:. 



3. Corrected date of actual receipt due to later but 
timely received papers or drawings completing 
the purported international application: 



4. Date of timely receipt of the required 
corrections under PCT Article 1 1(2): 



2. Drawings: 
I [ received: 

I \ not received: 



5. International Searching Authority , 
specified by the applicant: ' 



□ Transmittal of search copy delayed 
until search fee is paid 



For International Bureau use only 



Date of receipt of the record copy 
by tiie International Bureau: 
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REC'D 0 1 OCT 1998 



Applicant's or agent's file reference 
P 97-221/FA/PA 


pni? PTTPTHFO APTiON Notification of Transmittal of International 
tUK fUKiHU-K PLf^iiun Preliminary Examination Report (Form PCT/IPEA/416) 


International application No. 
PCT/SE97/00890 


International filing date (day/montb/year) 
27.05.1997 


Priority date (day/montb/year) 
29.05.1996 


International Patent Classification (IPC) or national classification and EPCe 
H 02 K 16/00, H 02 K 17/00 


Applicant 

Asea Brown Boveri AB 


et al 





This international preliminaiy examination report has been prepared by this International Preliminary Exa minin g 
Authority and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 



2. This REPORT consists of a total of 



sheets, including this cover sheet. 



I I This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e., sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings \iiiich have 
— been amended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority 

(see Rule 70. 16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). R £ C £ I V ^ £ ) 

sheets. 

FEB V9 1999 



These annexes consist of a total of 



This report contains indications relating to the following items: 
Basis of the report 



I 




n 


□ 


m 




IV 


□ 


V 




VI 


□ 


vn 


□ 


vm 


□ 



aPOl IP ^''OO 



Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 



Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 



Date of submission of the demand 
22.12.1997 


Date of completion of this report 
21.09.1998 


Name and mailing address of the IPEA/SE 

Patent- och registreringsverket Telex 
Box 5055 17970 
S-102 4 2 STOCKHOLM PATOREG-S 

FacsimileNo. 08-667 72 88 


Authorized officer 

Hakan Sandh 

Teleohone No. 08-782 25 00 



Form PCT/IPEA/409 (cover sheet) (January 1994) 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



^Rtemational application No. 
PCT/SE97/00890 



I. Basis of the report 



1 . This report has been drau-n on the basis of (Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation 
under Article } 4 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to the report since they do not contain amendments.): 



□ 



the international application as originally filed, 
the description, pages 

pages 



[ I the claims. 



pages 
pages 

Nos. 
Nos. 
Nos. 
Nos. 
Nos. 



I I the drawings. 



shoots /fig 

sh e ets/ fig 
sheets/fig 



, as originally filed, 
, filed with the demand, 
, filed with the letter of 
, filed with the letter of 



, as originally filed, 

, as amended imder Article 19, 

, filed with the demand, 

, filed with the letter of 

, filed with the letter of 



, as originally filed, 
; filed with the demand 
, filed with the letter of 
, filed with the letter of 



2. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of 

I I the description, pages 

I I the claims, Nos. 



I I the drawings, sheets/fig 



3 I I This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to 
" ' go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)). 



4. Additional observations, if necessary: 
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nX Non-«stablishment of opinion with regard to novelt>', inventive step and industrial applicabiiit>' 



The questions whether the claimed invention appears to be novel, to involve an inventive step (to be non obvious), or to be 
industrially applicable have not been examined in respect of: 

1—1 * 

I I the entire international application, 

claims Nos. 1 9 



because: 



□ 



the said international application, or the said claims Nos. 

relate to the following subject matter which does not require an international preliminary examination (specify): 



I I the description, claims or drawings (indicate particular elements below) or said claims Nos. 
are so unclear that no meaningful opinion could be formed (specific ): 



I j the claims, or said claims Nos. are so inadequately supported 

' by the description that no meaningful opinion could be formed. 

no international search report has been establised for said claims Nos. 1 9 
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V. Resoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty^ inventive step or industrial appiicabilitj-; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1 . Statement 

Novelt\' (N) 



Claims 1-18, 20-41 
Claims 



YES 
NO 



Inventive step (IS) 



Claims 1-18, 20-41 
Claims 



YES 
NO 



Industrial applicability (lA) Claims 1-18 , 2Q-41 

Claims 



YES 
NO 



2. Citations and explanations 

The invention relates to a rotating asynchronous converter and 
generator device for transferring power between AC networks 
with different synchronous frequencies. The converter 
comprises a first stator and a second stator and a rotor 
means. The stators each comprises at least one winding and the 
winding is provided with an insulation system comprising two 
semiconducting layers with solid insulation. 



Documents cited in the International Search Report: 



wo 9534117 
US 4517471 
US 4179729 
US 5036165 
EP 0503817 
US 3975646 



The cited documents disclose rotating converter for 
transferring of power between AC networks with different 
synchronous frequencies. US 5036165 describes a cable provided 
with two semiconducting layers with insulation there between. 
The semiconducting layers include pyrolized organic material 
and glass fibre. In this document it is suggested that the 
invented semiconducting layer can be applied to insulated 
conductors such as a winding in a dynamo-electric machine. 
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Supplemental Box 

(To be u5ea*when the space in any of the preceding boxes is not sufficient) 



Contintiation of: Box V 

'The invention defined in claims 1-18, 20-41 differs from the 
cited art in that the winding of the machine is provided with 
an insulation system comprising two semiconducting layers with 
solid insulation in-between. 

Even though it is suggested in US 5036165 to apply a 
semiconducting layer to a winding in a dynamo-electric machine 
there is no specific indication of using the disclosed cable 
in a dynamo-electric machine. Further investigating US 
4853565, incorporated by reference in US 5036165, the skilled 
person will find it evident that the invented semiconducting 
layer is intended to be used on a conventional winding in a 
machine or in a cable. There is no proposal to use the cable 
with the insulating system as a winding in an electric 
machine- Nor can it be considered obvious to a person skilled 
in the art to use such a cable in a dynamo-electric machine 
since at the time of the invention it was not known to use a 
cable with solid insulation as a winding in an electrical 
machine and there is no teaching in the prior art as a whole 
that would lead the skilled person to the claimed invention. 

Accordingly, the invention defined in claims 1-18, 20-41 is 
novel and involves an inventive step. The invention is 
industrially applicable . 
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(57) Abstract 

The present invention relates to a rotating asynchronous converter and a generator device. The converter comprises a first stator 
connected to a first AC network with a first frequency (fi). and a second stator connected to a second AC network with a second frequency 
(fa). The converter also comprises a rotor means which rotates in dependence of the first and second frequencies (fi, fa). The stators each 
comprise at least one winding, wherein each winding comprise at least one current-carrying conductor, and each winding comprises an 
insulation system, which comprises on the one hand at least two semiconducting layers, wherein each layer constitutes substantially an 
equipotential surface, and on the other hand between them is arranged a solid insulation. 
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A ROTATING ASYNCHRONOUS CONVERTER AND A GENERATOR DEVICE 

Technical field of the Invention 

The present invention relates to a rotating 
asynchronous converter in accordance with the introductory 
part of Claims 1, 10, and 19, and the use of such 
5 converter. 

The present invention also relates to a generator 
device in accordance with the introductory part of Claims 
20 and 29. 

Backgiround of the invention 

10 In a number of situations exchange of power must be 

performed between AC networks with different or at least 
not synchronous frequencies. The most frequent cases are 
the following: 

1- Connection of not synchronous three phase networks 
15 with equal rating frequencies, e.g. between eastern and 
western Europe. 

2. Connection of three phase networks with different 
frequencies, most usually 50 H2/6O Hz (e.g. Japan, Latin 
America) . 

20 3. Connection of a three phase network and a low 



power electronics and DC intermediate link. In the above 
mentioned cases 2 and 3 the connection can further be 
performed with the aid of matrix converters. In case of 
synchronous, but different frequencies in the above 

30 mentioned cases 2 and 3 the connection can further be 

performed with the aid of rotating converters comprising 
mechanically connected synchronous machines. 

In the article, "Investigation and use of 
asynchronized machines in power systems'". Electric 

35 Technology USSR, No. 4, pp. 90-99, 1985, by N.I. Blotskii, 
there is disclosed an asynchronized machine used for 
interconnection of power systems, or their parts, which 



frequency, one/two phase network for railway supply, in 
Europe 50 Hz/16.2/3 Hz, in USA 60 Hz/25 Hz. 
4. The use of rotating asynchronous converters as a 
series compensation in long distance AC transmission. 



25 



Today, the connection is performed with the aid of 
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have different rated frequencies, or the same rated 
frequencies, but differing in the degree of accuracy with 
which it must be maintained. The structure of the 
asynchronized machine is disclosed in figure 1. The 
5 asynchronized machine includes an electric machine 1 which 
is a machine with a conventional three-phase stator and 
either a non-salient-pole symmetrical rotor or a salient- 
pole or non-salient-pole electrically asymmetrical rotor, 
the phase leads being connected to slip rings; an exciter 

10 2 which is a cycloconverter or reversing controlled 

rectifier, the cycloconverter supply 3 or 4 , a regulator 5 
forming the control law required for the rotor ring 
voltages and the main machine rotor angle and speed 6, 
voltage 7 and current 9 sensors of the stator and rotor. 
-15 In the article, "Performance Characteristics of a 

Wide Range Induction type Frequency Converter", lEEMA 
Journal, Vol. 125, No. 9, pp, 21-34, September 1995, by 
G.A. Ghoneem, there is disclosed an induction-type 
frequency converter as a variable frequency source for 

20 speed control drives of induction motors. In figure 2 

there is disclosed a schematic diagram of the induction- 
type frequency converter. The induction-type frequency 
converter consists of two mechanically and electrically 
coupled wound rotor induction machines A, B. The stator 

25 windings of one of them (A) are connected to 3-phase 
supply at line frequency (Vi, Fi), while the stator 
windings of the other machine (B) represent the variable 
frequency output (Vo, Fo) . The rotor windings 10, 12 of 
the two machines are connected together with special 

30 arrangement. The converter is driven by a variable speed 
primemover 14, a DC motor can be used. 

Static converters have drawbacks such as relatively 
low efficiency (ca 95%) owing to the losses in the semi- 
conductors, harmonics which have to be compensated with 

35 the aid of filters. The use of DC intermediate links leads 
to the use of special converter transformers with very 
complex design. The fillers are leading to a great need of 
space for the total assembly. Conventional rotating 
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converters are not designed for high voltages, so a 
transformer is needed at each side for the connection to 
the AC network. The efficiency then becomes comparable to 
or even lower than the efficiency of a static converter. 

5 Sxammary of the invention 

The object of the invention is to solve the above 
mentioned problems and to provide a rotating asynchronous 
converter for connection of AC networks with equal or 
different frequencies. This object is achieved by provid- 

10 ing a rotating asynchronous converter defined in the 

introductory part of Claim 1, 10, or 19 with the advant- 
ageous features of the characterizing part of said Claims. 

Accordingly, the converter comprises a first stator 
connected to a first AC network with a first frequency fi, 

15 and a second stator connected to a second AC network with 
a second frequency f2. The converter also comprises a 
rotor means which rotates in dependence of the first and 
second frequencies fi, f2. At least one of the stators 
each comprise at least one winding, wherein each winding 

20 comprises at least one current-carrying conductor, and 
each winding comprises an insulation system, which 
comprises on the one hand at least two semiconducting 
layers, wherein each layer constitutes substantially an 
equipotential surface, and on the other hand between them 

25 is arranged a solid insulation. 

According to another embodiment of the converter, it 
comprises a first stator connected to a first AC network 
with a first frequency fi, and a second stator connected 
to a second AC network with a second frequency £2* The 

30 converter also comprises a rotor means which rotates in 

dependence of said fist and second frequencies fi, f2. The 
stators each comprise at least one winding, wherein each 
winding comprises a cable comprising at least one current- 
carrying conductor, each conductor comprises a number of 

35 strands, around said conductor is arranged an inner 

semiconducting layer, around said inner semiconducting 
layer is arranged an insulating layer of solid insulation. 
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and around said insulating layer is arranged an outer 
semi-conductor layer . 

According to another embodiment of the converter, it 
comprises a first stator connected to a first AC network 
with a first frequency fi, and a second stator connected 
to a second AC network with a second frequency f 2 . The 
converter also comprises a rotor means which rotates in 
dependence of said first and second frequencies f^, £2. 
The stators each comprises at least one winding, wherein 
each winding comprises at least one currect-carrying 
conductor. Each winding also comprises an insulation 
system, which in respect of its thermal and electrical 
properties permits a voltage level in said rotating 
asynchronous converter exceeding 36 kV. 
1^ A very important advantage of the present invention 

as defined in Claim 1, 10, or 19, is that it is possible 
to achieve a connection of two not synchronous networks 
without the further use of transformers or any other 
equipment. Another advantage is the high efficiency, which 
20 is expected to be 99%. 

By designing the insulation system, which suitably 
is solid, so that it in thermal and electrical view is 
dimensioned for voltages exceeding 36 kV, the system can 
be connected to high voltage power networks without the 
25 use of intermediate step-down-transformers, whereby is 

achieved the above referenced advantages. Such a system is 
preferably, but not necessarily, designed in such a way 
that it comprises the features of the rotating asyn- 
chronous converter according to any one of Claims 1-19. 
30 Another object of the invention is to solve the 

above mentioned problems and to provide a generator device 
with variable rotational speed. This object is achieved by 
providing a generator device deined in the introductory 
part of Claim 20 or 29 with the advantageous features of 
35 the characterising parts of said Claims. 

Accordingly, the generator device comprises a stator 
connected to an AC network with a frequency fa, a first 
cylindrical rotor connected to a turbine, which rotates 
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with a frequency f i . The generator device also comprises a 
rotor means which rotates in dependence of the frequencies 
fi, The stator and the first cylindrical rotor each 

comprises at least one winding, wherein each winding 
5 comprises at least one current-carrying conductor, and 
each winding comprises an insulation system, which 
comprises on the one hand at least two semiconducting 
layers, wherein each layer constitutes substantially an 
equipotential surface, and on the other hand between them 

10 is arranged a solid insulation. 

According to another embodiment of the generator 
device, it comprises a stator connected to an AC network 
with a frequency f-, and a first cylindrical rotor 
connected to a turbine, which rotates with a frequency fi. 

15 The generator device also comprises a rotor means which 
rotates in dependence of the frequencies fi, fz- The 
stator and the first cylindrical rotor each comprises at 
least one winding, wherein each winding comprises a cable 
comprising at least one current-carrying conductor, each 

20 conductor comprises a number of strands, around said 
conductor is arranged an inner semiconducting layer, 
around said inner semiconducting layer is arranged an 
insulating layer of solid insulation, and around said 
insulating layer is arranged an outer semiconducting 

25 layer. 

The above mentioned and other preferable embodiments 
of the present invention are specified in the dependent 
Claims . 

In a certain aspect of the present invention it 
30 relates to the use of the invented asynchronous converter 
in specific applications such as those specified in Claims 
38-41, in which applications the advantages of the 
invented device are particularly prominent. 

Embodiments of the invention will now be described 
35 with a reference to the accompanying drawings, in which: 
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Brief description of the Drawings 

Figure 1 shows a schematic diagram of an 
asynchronized machine used for interconnection of power 
system according to the state of the art; 
5 Figure 2 shows a schematic diagram of an induction- 

type frequency converter as a variable frequency source 
according to the state of the art; 

Figure 3 shows the parts included in the current 
modified standard cable; 
10 Figure A shows a first embodiment of a rotating 

asynchronous converter according to the present invention; 

Figure 5 shows a second embodiment of the rotating 
asynchronous converter according to the present invention; 

Figure 6 shows a first embodiment of a generator 
15 device according to the present invention ; and 

Figure 1 shows a second embodiment of the generator 
device according to the present invention. 

Detailed description of Embodiments 

A preferred embodiment of the improved cable is 

20 shown in Figure 3. The cable 20 is described in the figure 
as comprising a current-carrying conductor 22 which 
comprises transposed both non-insulated and insulated 
strands. Electromechanically transposed, extruded there is 
an inner semiconducting casing 24 which, in turn, is 

25 surrounded by an extruded insulation layer 26, This layer 
is surrounded by an external semiconducting layer 28. The 
cable used as a winding in the preferred embodiment has no 
metal shield and no external sheath. 

Preferably, at least two of these layers, and most 

30 preferably all of them, has equal thermal expansion 

coefficients. Hereby is achieved the crucial advantage 
that in case of thermal motion in the winding, one avoids 
defects, cracks or the like- 
Figure A shows a first embodiment of a rotating 

35 asynchronous converter 30 according to the present 

invention. The rotating asynchronous converter 30 is used 
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for connection of AC networks with equal or different 
frequencies. The converter 30 comprises a first stator 32 
connected to a first AC network (not disclosed) with a 
first frequency fj, and a second stator 34 connected to a 
5 second AC network (not disclosed) with a second frequency 
f2. In the disclosed embodiment the stators 32, 34 are 
three phase stators 32, 34 comprising three windings each, 
wherein each winding comprises at least one current- 
carrying conductor, and each winding comprises an 

10 insulation system, which comprises on the one hand at 
least two semiconducting layers, wherein each layer 
constitutes substantially an equipotential surface, and on 
the other hand between them is arranged a solid 
insulation. The windings can also be formed of a cable of 

15 the type disclosed in figure 3. The converter 30 also 

comprises a rotor means 36 which rotates in dependence of 
the first and second frequencies fi, ±2. In the disclosed 
embodiment the rotor means 36 comprises two electrically 
and mechanically connected three phase rotors 36i, 362, 

20 which are concentrically arranged in respect of said 
stators 32, 34. The converter 30 also comprises an 
auxiliary device 38 connected to said rotors 36i, 36? for 
starting up of the rotors 36i, 36? to a suitable rotation 
speed before connection of said converter 30 to said AC 

25 networks. Each rotor 36i, 362 comprises a low voltage 
winding (not disclosed) . When the first stator 32 is 
connected to a three phase AC network with the frequency 
fi and the second stator 34 is connected to a three phase 
AC network with the frequency f2, the rotors 36i, 362 will 

30 rotate with the frequency (fi-f2)/2 and the stator current 
has the frequency (fi+f2)/2. The efficiency with such a 
converter will be very high (-99%) for small frequency 
differences due to the fact that all power is transmitted 
as in a transformer. Assuming fi<f2/ a proportion fi-f2 of 

the power is transmitted mechanically and the remainder fi 

T2 
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of the power is transmitted by transformer action. 
Mechanical power is only consumed to maintain the 
rotation . 

In figure 5 there is disclosed a second embodiment 
5 of the rotating asynchronous converter 40 according to the 
present invention. The rotating asynchronous converter 4 0 
is also used for connection of AC networks with equal or 
different frequencies. The converter 40 comprises a first 
stator 42 connected to a first AC network (not disclosed) 

10 with a first frequency fi, and a second stator 44 

connected to a second AC network (not disclosed) with a 
second frequency f?. In the disclosed embodiment the 
stators 42, 44 are three phase stators 42, 44 comprising 
three windings each, wherein each winding can be of the 

15 type described in connection to figure 4. The converter 40 
also comprises a rotor means 4 6 which rotates in 
dependence of the first and second frequencies fi, f2. In 
the disclosed embodiment the rotor means 46 comprises only 
one rotor 46 concentrically arranged in respect of said 

20 stators 42, 44. Said rotor 46 also comprises a first loop 
of wire 48 and a second loop of wire 50, wherein said 
loops of wire 48, 50 are connected to each other and are 
arranged opposite each other on said rotor 46. The loops 
of wire 48, 50 are also separated by two sectors 52i, 522, 

25 wherein each sector 52i, 522 has an angular width of a. 

The converter 40 also comprises an auxiliary device (not 
disclosed) connected to said rotor 4 6 for starting up of 
the rotor 46 to a suitable rotational speed before 
connection of said converter 40 to said AC networks. To 

30 compensate for the frequency difference Af, the rotor 46 
only needs to rotate with the frequency f^ = 7t-a , Af , 

71 4 

wherein Af = |fi-f2l. For a=7i/4 this means fn = 3Af , i.e. 

16 

35 a very low rotational frequency. The main advantages with 
this embodiment are the low rotational frequency and the 
use of only one rotor. 
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In figure 6 there is disclosed a first embodiment 
of a generator device 60 with variable rotational speed 
according to the present invention. The generator device 
60 comprises a stator 62 connected to an AC network (not 
5 disclosed) with a frequency £2 and a first cylindrical 
rotor 64 connected to a turbine 66, which rotates with a 
frequency fi. The generator device 60 comprises also a 
rotor means 68 which rotates in dependence of the 
frequencies fi, fz. The stator 62 and said first 

10 cylindrical rotor 64 each comprises at least one winding 
(not disclosed) . Each winding comprises at least one 
current-carrying conductor, and each winding comprises an 
insulation system, which comprises on the one hand at 
least two semiconducting layers, wherein each layer 

15 constitutes substantially an equipotential surface, and on 
the other hand between them is arranged a solid 
insulation. Each winding can in another embodiment also 
comprise a cable of the type disclosed in figure 3. The 
rotor means 68 comprises two electrically and mechanically 

20 connected rotors 681, 682, which rotors 681, 682 are hollow 
and arranged concentrically around said stator 62 and said 
cylindrical rotor 64 . The stator 62 in the disclosed 
embodiment has a cylindrical shape. The rotors 681, 682 
each comprises a low voltage winding (not disclosed) and 

25 they are rotating with the frequency {fi-f2)/2 when said 
generator device is in operation. The frequency of the 
rotor current will be (fi+f2)/2 when the generator device 
60 is in operation. This generator device 60 is now 
disconnected from the power frequency and can be operated 

30--- with the frequency as an optimizeable parameter. This 

generator device 60 will also give a better efficiency and 
power matching than a conventional generator. 

In figure 7 there is disclosed a second embodiment 
of the generator device 70 according to the present 

35 invention. The generator device 70 comprises a stator 72 
connected to an AC network (not disclosed) with a 
frequency f2 and a first cylindrical rotor 74 connected to 
a turbine 76, which rotates with a frequency fi. The 
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generator device 70 also comprises a rotor means 78 which 
rotates in dependence of the frequencies fi, f2. The 
stator 72 and said first cylindrical rotor 74 each 
comprises at least one winding (not disclosed) . The 
5 winding can be of the types which were mentioned in the 

description in connection to figure 6, The rotor means 78 
comprises a first rotor 78i and a second rotor 782/ which 
rotors 78i, 782 are electrically and mechanically 
connected to each other. The first rotor 78i is hollow and 

10 arranged concentrically around said first cylindrical 
rotor lA and said second rotor 782 is cylindrical and 
surrounded by the stator 72. The first and second rotors 
78i, 78? of said rotor means 78 each comprises a low 
voltage winding and said rotors 78i, 782 are rotating with 

15 the frequency (fi-f2)/2 when said generator device 70 is 

in operation. The stator 72 is hollow and arranged around 
said second rotor 782- This generator device 70 works in 
the same way and has the same advantages as the generator 
device 60 disclosed in figure 6. 

20 The disclosed embodiments only show connection of 

three phase networks, but the invention is also applicable 
for connection of a three phase network, wherein one 
stator has a one/two phase applicacion . The invention can 
also be used for connection of a three phase network and a 

26 one/two phase network, wherein one stator having a three 
phase application is connected via a Scott-connection or 
another symmetrical connection to a one/two phase network. 
The invention is also applicable to more than two stators 
and rotor parts to connect more than two AC networks. The 

30 only condition is that only two not synchronous networks 
are connected. 

The invention is not limited to the embodiments 
described in the foregoing. It will be obvious that many 
different modifications are possible within the scope of 

35 the following claims. 
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CLAIMS 



1. A rotating asynchronous converter for connection of 
AC networks with equal or different frequencies, wherein 
the converter comprises a first stator connected to a 
first AC network with a first frequency f^, and a second 
stator connected to a second AC network with a second 
frequency £2, characterized in that the converter also 
comprises a rotor means which rotates in dependence of the 
first and second frequencies fw fa, and in that at least 
one of said stators each comprises at least one winding, 
wherein each winding comprises at least one current- 
carrying conductor, and each winding comprises an 
insulation system, which comprises on the one hand at 
least two semiconducting layers, wherein each layer 
constitutes substantially an equipotent ial surface, and on 
the other hand between them is arranged a solid 
insulation . 

2. The rotating asynchronous converter according to 
Claim 1, characterized in that at least one of said 
semiconducting layers has in the main equal thermal 
expansion coefficient as said solid insulation. 

3. The rotating asynchronous converter according to 
Claim 2, characterized in that the potential of the inner 
one of said layers is substantially equal to the potential 
of the conductor. 

4. The rotating asynchronous converter according to 
Claim 2 or 3, characterized in that an outer one of said 
layers is arranged to constitute substantially an 
equipotential surface surrounding said conductor. 

5. The rotating asynchronous converter according to 
claim 4, characterized in that said outer layer is 
connected to a specific potential. 

6. The rotating asynchronous converter according to 
Claim 5, characterized in that said specific potential is 
ground potential. 

7. The rotating asynchronous converter according to any 
one of the Claims 1, 2, 3, A, 5, or 6, characterized in 
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that at least two of said layers have substantially equal 
thermal expansion coef f icients . 

8. The rotating asynchronous converter according to any 
one of the preceding Claims, characterized in that said 

5 current-carrying conductor comprises a number of strands, 
only a minority of said strands being non-isolated from 
each other. 

9. The rotating asynchronous converter according to any 
one of the preceding Claims, characterized in that each of 

10 said two layers and said solid insulation is fixed 

connected to adjacent layer or solid insulation along 
substantially the whole connecting surface. 

10. A rotating asynchronous converter for connection of 
AC networks with equal or different frequencies, wherein 

15 the converter comprises a first stator connected to a 

first AC network with a first frequency fi, and a second 
stator connected to a second AC network with a second 
frequency t2, characterized in that the converter also 
comprises a rotor means which rotates in dependence of 

20 said first and second frequencies fi, fz, and in that said 
stators each comprises at least one winding, wherein each 
winding comprises a cable comprising at least one current- 
carrying conductor , 

each conductor comprises a number of strands 

25 - around said conductor is arranged an inner 

semiconduct ing layer, 

around said inner semiconducting layer is arranged 
an insulating layer of solid insulation, and 

around said insulating layer is arranged an outer 

30 semiconducting layer. 

11. The rotating asynchronous converter according to 
Claim 10, characterized in that said cable also comprises 
a metal shield and a sheath. 

12. The rotating asynchronous converter according to 
35 Claim 11, characterized in that the cable has a diameter 

comprised in the approximate interval 20-250 mm and a 
conductor area comprised in the approximate interval 80- 
3000 mm'. 
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13. The rotating asynchronous converter according to any 
one of Claims 1-12, characterized in that said rotor means 
comprises two electrically and mechanically connected 
rotors, which are concentrically arranged in respect of 

5 said stators. 

14. The rotating asynchronous converter according to 
Claim 13, characterized in that said converter also 
comprises an auxiliary device connected to said rotors for 
starting up of the rotors to a suitable rotation speed 

10 before connection of said converter. 

15. The rotating asynchronous converter according to 
Claim 14, characterized in that said rotors each comprises 
a low voltage winding, and in that said rotors are 
rotating with the frequency (fi-f2)/2 and the stator 

15 current has the frequency (fi + f2)/2 when said converter is 
in operation. 

16. The rotating asynchronous converter according to any 
one of Claims 1-11, characterized in that said rotor means 
comprises only one rotor concentrically arranged in 

20 respect of said stators. 

17. The rotating asynchronous converter according to 
Claim 16, characterized in that said rotor comprises a 
first loop of wire and a second loop of wire, wherein said 
loops of wire are connected to each other and are arranged 

25 opposite each other on said rotor and separated by two 
sectors, wherein each sector has an angular width of a. 

18. The rotating asynchronous converter according to 
Claim 17, characterized in that said converter also 
comprises an auxiliary device connected to said rotor for 

30 starting up of the rotor to a suitable rotational speed 
before connection of said converter, and in that said 
rotor is rotating with the frequency fp = n-g . Af , 

n 4 

wherein Af = |fi-f2l. 
35 19. A rotating asynchronous converter for connection of 
AC networks with equal or different frequencies, wherein 
the converter comprises a first stator connected to a 
first AC network with a first frequency fi, and a second 



wo 97/45912 




PCT/SE97/00890 



stator connected to a second AC network with a second 
frequency f2, characterized in that the converter also 
comprises a rotor means which rotates in dependence of the 
first and second frequencies fi, £2, and in that said 
5 stators each comprises at least one winding, wherein each 
winding comprises at least one current-carrying conductor, 
and also comprising an insulation system, which in respect 
of its thermal and electrical properties permits a voltage 
level in said rotating asynchronous converter exceeding 36 
10 kV. 

20. A generator device with variable rotational speed, 
wherein the generator device comprises a stator connected 
to an AC network with a frequency f2, a first cylindrical 
rotor connected to a turbine, which rotates with a 

15 frequency fi, characterized in that said generator device 
also comprises a rotor means which rotates in dependence 
of the frequencies fi, f2, and in that said stator and 
said first cylindrical rotor each comprises at least one 
winding, wherein each winding comprises at least one 

20 current-carrying conductor, and each winding comprises an 
insulation system, which comprises on the one hand at 
least two semiconducting layers, wherein each layer 
constitutes substantially an equipotent ial surface, and on 
the other hand between them is arranged a solid 

25 insulation. 

21. The generator device according to Claim 20, 
characterized in that at least one of said semiconducting 
layers has in the main equal thermal expansion coefficient 
as said solid insulation. 

30 22, The generator device according to Claim 21, 

characterized in that the potential of the inner one of 
said layers is substantially equal to the potential of the 
conductor . 

23. The generator device according to Claim 21 or 22, 
35 characterized in that an outer one of said layers is 
arranged to constitute substantially an equipotent ial 
surface surrounding said conductor. 
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24. The generator device according to Claim 23, 
characterized in that said outer layer is connected to a 
specific potential . 

25. The generator device according to Claim 24, 

5 characterized in that said specific potential is ground 
potential . 

26. The generator device according to any one of Claims 
20-25, characterized in that at least two of said layers 
have substantially equal thermal expansion coefficients. 

10 27. The generator device according to any one of Claims 
20-26, characterized in that said current-carrying 
conductor comprises a number of strands, only a minority 
of said strands being non-isolated from each other. 

28. The generator device according to any one of claims 
15 20-27, characterized in that each of said two layers and 

said solid insulation is fixed connected to adjacent layer 
or solid insulation along substantially the whole 
connecting surface . 

29. A generator device with variable rotational speed, 
20 wherein the generator device comprises a stator connected 

to an AC network with a frequency f2, a first cylindrical 
rotor connected to a turbine, which rotates with a 
frequency fi, characterized in that said generator device 
also comprises a rotor means which rotates in dependence 

25 of the frequencies fi, f2, and in that said stator and 

said first cylindrical rotor each comprises at least one 
winding, wherein each winding comprises a cable comprising 
at least one current-carrying conductor, 

each conductor comprises a number of strands, 

30 - around said conductor is arranged an inner 

semiconducting layer , 

around said inner semiconducting layer is arranged 
an insulating layer of solid insulation, and 

around said insulating layer is arranged an outer 

35 semiconducting layer. 

30. The generator device according to Claim 29, 
characterized in that said cable also comprises a metal 
shield and a sheath. 
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31. The generator device according to Claim 30, 
characterized in that the cable has a diameter comprised 
in the approximate interval 20-250 mm and a conductor area 
comprised in the approximate interval 80-3000 mm^. 
5 32. The generator device according to any one of Claims 
20-31, characterized ±n that said rotor means comprises 
two electrically and mechanically connected rotors, 
wherein said rotors are hollow and arranged concentrically 
around said stator and said cylindrical rotor. 

10 33. The generator device according to Claim 32, 

characterized in that said rotors of said rotor means each 
comprises a low voltage winding, and in that said rotor is 
rotating with the frequency (fi-f2)/2 when said generator 
device is in operation. 

15 34. The generator device according to Claim 33, 

characterized in that said stator has a cylindrical shape. 

35. The generator device according to any one of Claims 
20-31, characterized in that said rotor means comprises a 
first rotor and a second rotor, which rotors are 

20 electrically and mechanically connected, wherein said 

first rotor is hollow and arranged concentrically around 
said first cylindrical rotor, and said second rotor is 
cylindrical . 

36. The generator device according to Claim 35, 

25 characterized in that said first and second rotors of said 
rotor means each comprises a low voltage winding, and in 
that said first and second rotors are rotating with the 
frequency (fi-f2)/2 when said generator device is in 
operation . 

30 37. The generator device according to Claim 36, 

characterized in that said stator is hollow and arranged 
around said second rotor. 

38. The use of a rotating asynchronous converter in 
accordance with any one of Claims 1-19 for connection of 
35 not synchronous three phase networks with equal rating 
frequencies . 
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39. The use of a rotating asynchronous converter in 
accordance with any one of Claims 1-19 for connection of 
three phase networks with different frequencies. 

40. The use of a rotating asynchronous converter in 
accordance with any one of Claims 1-19 as a series 
compensation in long distance AC transmission. 

41. The use of a rotating asynchronous converter in 
accordance with any one of Claims 1-19 for reactive powej 
compensation . 
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